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PREFACE: 
T was an Obſervation of the Prophet Iſaiah, 
that, when the Judgments of the Loxp 
are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the 

World will learn Righteouſneſs. His awaken- 
ing Judgments have a Tendency to ſtir up and 
rouſe the Spirits of Men from that Lethargy of 
Sin, wherein Eaſe and Security have WMPd them 


afleep. This Conſideration alone renders a CALL 
fo REPENTANCE af this Time ſeaſonable, 


avhich therefore needs no other Apology. 


R 
* 


When we call to mind the peculiar Mer- 
cies of Gop to this Nation, in His repeated 
Preſervations of us from the miſerable Conſequences 
of a Popith and arbitrary Power; and His con- 
tinuing to this Day the Enjoyment of our Liberties 
both Civil and Religious, under the Protection of a 
KING of experienced Juſtice and Clemency, go- 
-verning a free People by Laws equally formed for 
the mutual Security of His Power and their Pro- 
perties: 'Trs a moſt lamentable, tho juſt, Refletti- 
on, that a People ſo highly favoured of Gop, have 
not walked worthy of the Bleſſings received, but 


thro 


tt 


* Iſalah xxvi. 9. 
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thro their Ingratitude to the Givnx of = have 
aggravated the Guilt of their open Tranſgre 
and lived in Contempt of the Laws of thetr Creator. 


The following Sheets are a Revival of ſame Parts 
of a Chriſtian Lamentation of, and Warning 4- 
gainſt the crying Sins of this Nation. Mey are 
extracted from a Book intituled An ADDRESS 
t PROTESTANTS, publiſhed in the Year 1679. 
We cannot but ebjerve with Grief, that the Fices, 
then complained” of, are ſtill predominant ; And 
notwithſtanding ue live in better Times, yet, "ts 
to be fear d, our Morals are not mended, though 
'tis highly reajonable they ſhould be; and certainty 
the Liberty we now enjoy of ſerving Gon, renders 
us, in ſerving our ſelves, and our own * 

Luſts, the more inexcuſable. | 


This Extract is recommended to be perus d with 
Seriouſneſs and Attention: And if, through the 
Bleſſing of Gop, it ſhall be inſtrumental to the 
Converſion of any from the Evil of their Ways, and 
thereby in ſome meaſure contribute to 4 Reforma- 
tion of Manners among us, the Defign of this 
Publication will be anſivered; and the Praiſe of 
all aſcribed to Gon alone, Who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of his own good Plea- 
ſure. Phil. ii. 13. 


REPENTANCE, Sr. 
Friend and Country- men, 


F you believe that there is a Gop, and that 

He is holy, juſt and good, that He made 

us, that we owe our ſelves to Him, and 
that He is not careleſs of us, but the conſtant 
Obſerver of our Thoughts and Actions; and 
that as He is the Rewarder of them that fear, 
be and obey Him, fo He is the ſevere Puniſher 
of all ſuch as tranſgreſs His Law, and break 
His righteous Commandments: If, 7 fay, you 
believe theſe Things, and not only that there is 
a finial Day of Reckoning, but that Gop, even 
Mthis World, recompenſes His Judgments upon 
the Wicked, and viſits Nations with His hot 
Diſpleaſare becauſe of their Impiety, (which 
been the ſenfible Experience and free Con- 
feſfion of all Ages) then it belongs to us of theſe 
Kingdoms to reflect upon our ſelves, and take a 
true View of our Actions, ſince Divine Venge- 
ance, for ought we ſee, is ſtill at the Dur. 1 
or 
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forthe Loxv's Sake let us have a Care in the 


doing of it, fince ® Gor wrll not be mocked; and 
that our Miſcarriage in ſuch an Inquiry will be, 
as only our own Infelicity, fo of infinite moment 
to us. I muſt needs be plain and earneſt here; 
for if we miſcarry in the Search, we ſhall *cer- 
tainly miſcarry in the Cure. Sin gives the deadlieſt 
of all Wounds to Mankind; but with Grief I fay 
it, for tis too true, there is no Wound fo lightly 
healed. We rather ſeek our Eaſe than our Se- 
curity; like thoſe Fools that love the pleaſanteſt, 
not the ſafeſt, Potions. It is ill at all Times to 
flatter a Man's felf ; but it is moſt dangerous a- 
bout Repentance. Something Men would keep, 
ſomething Men would hide; and yet they have 
to do with that + Searcher of Hearts, from whom 
it is impoſſible they ſhould hide any Thing. 
This Folly increaſes our Account, endangers 
our Cure, and makes our Condition deſperate, 
it not irrecoverable. | C1 


O England, my native Country, come. 10 
Judgment! || Bring thy Deeds to the true Light z 
ſee whether they are 2or0ught in Gop or no. Pat 
not off thy ſelf with Hay, Straw and. Stubble 
for they will burn, and the Fire is at the Door 


that will conſume them. He is coming, whoſe 


Reward is with Him, and “ will give every 
one according to bis Works. Let us therefore 
* Examine our ſelves, try our ſelves, prove out 


own ſelves, whether CyrIsT be in us or not; 


_ 


Gal. vi. 7. + Jer. xvii. 10. Jobn iii. 21. 
Rev. xxii. 12. ** 2 Cor. Xlll. 5. 


; 
] 
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EA 

if His Spirit, His Nature, His Meekneſs, His 
Patience, His great Self-denial, dwell in us; if 
not, we are yet Reprobates; yet under the Re- 
proofs of the ALMIGHTY ; the Charge and Guilt 
of Sin, and His Witneſs in our own Conſciences, 
ſends up Evidence to Heaven againſt us every 
Day: This I juſtly fear and take to be our Caſe: 
Let us therefore ſtrictly look into our Converſa- 
tions, and, with an impartial Eye, take a juſt 
View of thoſe Sins that moſt ſeverely cry to the 
GREAT Joo againſt us. 


- Thoſe Impieties that relate more particularly 
to the STATE to correct, are DRUNKEN- 
NESS; WHOREDOMS and FORNICATI- 
ON; LUXURY, or EXCESS in APPAREL, 
in FURNITURE, and in LIVING; PRO- 
FUSE GAMING; and. finally, OATHS, 
BLASPHEMY and PROPHANENESS: Theſe 
ſwarm in our Streets, theſe are a Scandal to our 
Profeflion, and cry aloud to Heaven, and * 
voke Divine Wrath againſt us. 


— ww. 


* 
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I. Of the Sin of DRUNKENNESS. 


is not only a Violation of Gop's Law,” but 

of our own Natures : It doth, of all other Sins, 
rob us of our Reaſon, deface the Impreſſions of 

Virtue, and extinguiſh the Remembrance of 
Gov's Mercies and our own Duty : It fits Men 
for that which they would abhor, if ober. The 
B Inceſt, 


DEN or Exceſs in Drinking, 


N 

Inceft, Murder, Robberies, Fi res, and other 
Villantes, that have been done in drunken Fits, 
make Drunkenneſs a'common Enemy to human 
Society. It renders Men unfit for Truft or Bu- 
fineſs ;" it tells Secrets, 'betrays Friendſhip, diſpo- 
ſes Men to be trepanned and cheated: Finally, 
it ſpoils Health, weakens human Race, and 
above all, provokes the juſt Gon to Anger, who 
cried thus of old againſt thoſe that were guilty 
of it; *Vo to the Drunkards of Ephraim! the 
Drunkards of Ephraim hall be troden under 
fert: They have erred through Wine, and thro 

ſtrong Drink are our the Way; the Prieſt and 
the Prophet have erred through ſtrong Drink, they 
err in Viſion, they fumble in Judgment. Again, 

Wo unto them that are mighty t drink Wine, 

and Men of Strength to mingle ſtrong Drink. Wo 
unto them Art 705 up early in the Morning, that 
they may follow ſtrong Drink ; that continue until 
Mol, till Wine 5 4 chem : And the Harp, 
and the Viol, the Tabret and the Pipe, and Wine, 

are in thetr Feaſts ; but they regard not the Work 
of the LoxD, neither confider the Operations of 
His Hands. Therefore Hell hath enlarged her 
el, and opened ber Mouth without meaſure, and 
their Glory, and their Multitude, and their 
Pomp, and he that rejoy ces, ſhall deſcend into it. 


/ ooo 


Yet you will bear me witneſs, I do not wrong 
the preſent Humour of too many in this Nation, 
and thoſe not of the loweſt Quality, in ſaying, 

| that 


— 


* T/atah xxvili. 1, 3, 7. 


1 Þ 
that it is too often the Beginning and Top of their 
Friendſhip : It is their common Diverfion and 
Entertainment. I might fafely fay, the Poor 
of England could be maintain'd by their Exceſs. 
O! hath the Gop of Heaven given Men Plenty 
for ſuch Ends ? Or will this Kind of Improve- 
ment of their worldly Talent give them Peace in 
the Day of Judgment ? But that People ſhould 
do this without Shame, nay, glory in it too, is 
greatly to be lamented ; for 'tis not only Palate 
or Appetite, but an unnatural Vanity of Con- 
queſt excites not a few; as if it were matter of 
Triumph to drown a Man's Reaſon, and to de- 
grade him to the Beaſt. 


Let us hear, upon the whole matter, the Sen- 
tence pronounced againſt them by the wiſe 
Man. * Who hath Wo? Who hath Sorrow ? 
Who hath Contentions? Who hath Babling ? 
Who hath Wounds without Cauſe? Who bath 
Redneſs of Eyes? They that tarry long at the 
Wine, they that go to ſeek mixt Wine. Look 
not thou upon the Wine when it is Red, when it 

iveth his Colour in the Cup, when it moveth 
it ſelf aright; at the laſt it biteth like a Serpent, 
and ſtingeth like an Adder. Thine Eyes ſhall be- 
hold ſtrange Women, and thine Heart ſhall utter 


perverſe Things. 
Here is much of the Miſchief of Drunken- 


neſs in a little, and of the Exceſs and Wanton- 
B 2 neſs 


— 
— 
— 
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Prov. xxiii. 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 


l 10 ] 
neſs of the Drunkard. But alas! did ever any 


Age come near ours, when the very Taſting of 
the ſeveral Sorts of Wine (that are liberally 
drunk of at many Tables) is enough to diſtemper 
a temperate Head? But that ſuch Exceſſes 
ſhould be endured by Chriſtian Goverments, 
while the Backs of the Poor are almoſt naked, 
and their Bellies miſerably pinch'd with Hun- 
ger, is almoſt as great a Shame to our Pretences 
to Policy, as thoſe, 1 fear, we unwarrantably 
make to Religion. O!] that we were fit to re- 
ceive that heavenly Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
Be not drunk with Wine, wherein: is Exceſs; but 
be filled with the SpixIr, (which Gop knows is 
mockt at! He goes on) Healing to your ſelves 
(not in Lampoons, nor- obſcene Songs, that excite 
Luſt, but) in Palms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual 
Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your Heart 
to the Lord, giving Thanks always for all Things 
unto Gor, and the FATHER, in the Name of our 
Lord Ixsus CHRIST. 
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II. Of the Sin g, W H OR E DOM 
and FOR NIC AT ION. 


HE next crying Sin is that of Wnokx- 
bon and ForNnicaTiIon. From one of 
the cleaneft People under Heaven, I fear, we 
are become one of the moſt unchaſte, at leaſt in 
and about London. The French have ſuffici- 
ently revenged themſelves upon us by the looſe 


Manners they have brought amongſt us, of 
which 
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which this makes a great Part. But I muſt 
needs fay, to their Credit, but our Reproach, 
they keep their Wits in their Debaucheries z 
whilſt we, by over-doing them, in the Imitati- 
on of them, loſe both. What is become of the 
Ancient Education of the Kingdom ? Our In- 
tegrity, Gravity, and Manbocd, which gave our 
Men ſo great Reputation in the World ; is it 
not turn'd into Swearing and Drinking, ' Figh 
ly and Dancing, fine Clothes, a Duel and a Wench 
& Their Prophanene/s muſt paſs for Wit, and their 
e, baſe Crafts be called Policy. 


- 
Is | But where is that retired Bend, which 
made our Women as famous for their Virtue, 


as they were always held for their Beauty ? 
Alas! There hath been a fort of Induſtry uſed 
to ſubdue their native Modeſty, as if it were ill 
Breeding to have it ; and Arts practiſed to make 
them hardy againſt their own Bluſhes, and 
maſter their ſhy and baſhful Diſpoſition (ſo pe- 
culiar to Chaſtity) into an unconcerned Confi- 
dence ; as if it were their Pet fection to be inſen- 
ſible of ill, and to be tame at all Things a Vir- 
tue. Strange That Sobriety ſhould be turn'd 
into Levity! And Luft called Love And 
-Wantonneſs, good Humour. To introduce which, 

nothing hath been ſo pernicious as the Uſe of 
Plays and Romances amongſt us, where the 
warm and uneven Paſſions of our Youth, eaſily 
tranſported beyond the Government of their 
Reaſon, have been mov'd and excited to try that 
in earneſt, which they have heard or ſeen in 


jeſt. 


But 


n 


Tr] 
But which way ſoever this ungodly Latitude 
came in, certain it is, that what forty. Years ago 
was not fit to be named in Converſation, is now 

ctiſed without any Scruple. Marriage, which 

is Gop's' Ordinance, and as lovely to chaſte 
Minds as lawful, is now grown a dull Thing, 
old and clowniſh, kept up only for Iflue, and 
that becauſe the Law will have it ſo; a ſort of 
Formality not yet thought fit to be abrogated : | 
So that what was once ordained of Gop for ma- | 
ny other Helps and Comforts, and permitted by | 
the holy Apoſtle to prevent Luſt {better Marry 
than burn) is by the extravagant Growth of Vice 
turn'd to quite the contrary. For ſome Men, 
and (which is worſe) ſome Women too, have 
faid, They could love their Wives and Huſbands, 
if they were not their Wives and Huſbands ; tho' 
that be the true Reaſon why they ought to love 
them. It is, in ſhort, to ſay, If they were in 
that Condition, in which they ought not to love 
them, they could love them ; but being in that 
Condition, in which they ought to love them, 
they declare, they cannot love them: Yet, alas! 
they muſt be called Chriſtians, and Children of 
Gop : What a Shame is this, and what Scandal 
to Society? But for Gop's fake, let this Impiety 
be laid to Heart! let not the Marriage Bed be 
ſo horribly defled, let not our Virgins be fo 

baſely abuſed : It deſtroys Honour, Fortitude, 

Health: It pollutes Houſes, and makes the Iſſue 

of the Nation ſpurious. It occaſions great Un- 
kindneſſes, Rents, Confuſions and Diviſions in 
Families, between Huſband and Wife, Parents 
and Children, Maſters, Miſtreſſes, and 1 : 

82 t 
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It ſpots their Name: But above all, the poor 
Children are unhappy, that wear an Ignomiay 
they never deſerved. In fine, it teaches Young 
Men to ſlight Marriage, and married Men to 
break their Contracts. If Religion were not in- 
tereſted in it, yet the very Breed of the Nation 
is viſibly injur'd by it: Good Horſe-Men are 

more nice and careful in their Studs: The Po- 
na- licy of theſe Kingdoms is concern'd in prevent- 
by ing the Miſchiefs that ſollow ſuch Licentious 


9 Practices. 
Ce 


DN, But if we will confider the Share that Reli- 

gion has, both in Virginity and in Marriage, 
we ſhall find many ſevere Sentences paſt upon 
the Violators of them. * Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery, faith Gon, Þ The Adulterer ſhall be 
put to Death, faith the ſame Gon. || 1 uill be 
a fwift Witneſs againſt the Adulterer, faith the 
Loxp. * Know ye not, that the Unrighteous ſball 
not inherit the Kingdom of Gop? Be not deceived, 
neither Formcators, nor 1dolaters, nor Adulterers, 
nor Effeminate Perſons, nor Abuſers of themſelues 
with Mankind. And the holy Apoſtle gives the 
Reaſon, The Body is not for PFornication, bur 
for the Lord, and the Loxp for the Body + Know 
ye not (faith he) that your Bodies are the Members 
of Cur1sT ? Shall I then take the Members of 
CHRIST, and make them the Members of an Har- 
lat? God forbid! Flee Formication : He that 


committeth 


— ** — 
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* Exod. xx. 14. Lev. xx. 10. |} Mal. 
lil. 5. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20. 


tat 


Body. What (faith he) know ye not, your Body 


is the Temple of the Hol Ghost, which is in 
you, which ye have of Gop; and he are not your | 
own, for ye are bought with a Price; therefore | 


glorify Gop in your Body and in your Spirit, 


which are Gop's. * Tf any Man defile the Temple | 
of Gor, him fhall Gop deftroy. O can Men | 
profeſs to believe theſe Things, and lead that 
wretched Life they live]! But yet again hear this 


Man of Gop: || But Fornication, and all Un- 


cleanneſs, or Covetouſneſs, let it not be once named | 


amongſt you, as becometh Saints; neither Filthi- 
neſs, nor . fooli/h' Talking nor Teſting, which are 
not conuenient; but rather giving of Thanks. For 
this ye know, that no Whoremonger, nor unclean 
Perſon, nor covetous Man, who is an Idolater, 
hath any Inheritance in the Kingdom of CuRISH 
and of Gop. Let no Man decerve you with vain 
Words; for becauſe of theſe Things cometh the 
Wrath of Gon upon the Children of Diſobedience: 
Be not ye therefore Partakers with them, and have 
no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
neſs; but rather reprove them. See then, that ye 
walk circumſpectly, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, re- 
deeming the Time, becauſe the Days are Evil. I 
ſhall conclude - with theſe Two Paſſages; the 
firſt is this, Marriage is Honourable in all, and 
the Bed undefiled ; but Whoremongers and Adul- 
terers Gop will judge! This is the other, [* But 

the 


— 
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* 1 Cor. iii. 17. ob. v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 


15, 16. + Heb, xiii. 4. Kev. xxi. 8. 


| = 1; 
committeth. Pornication, finneth againſt his wa Wo 
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the Fearful and Unbelieving, and the Abominabli, 
and Murderers, and Whoremongers, and Sorce= 
rers, and Idolaters, and all Lyars, ſhall have their" 
Part in the Lake which burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone, «which is the ſecond Death, This alone 
ought to deter all People who have any Reſpect 
for Holy Scripture, and do believe the Mind of 
Gop to be declared therein. Let then both 
Cities, Courts, Towns, and Houſes, be ſwept. of 
ſuch Iniquity z let the Law have its Courſe upon 
thoſe immoral Tranſgreſſors; let not Gas be 
provoked to deſtroy us; and let all ſuch to 
Gop by unfeigned Repentance ; that $9577», 
Chaſtity, and Virtuous Converſation, may revarn 
again among us. So ſhall we eſcape the Wrath, 

that for this, with other Enormities, is ready to 
break out yet farther againſt us. 


* a — 
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III. Of the Sin f L U X U R F. 
or EXCESS in LIVING. 


HE Third crying Sin of this Land, is 
GREAT LuxuRx and VoLUPTUOUSNESS, 
and that in ſeveral Reſpects: In ApPAREL, in 
FoRNITURE, in Fea$STING : In theſe Things 
there is great Exceſs. An Exceſs is the immo- 
derate Ute of any Thing. That which is lawful 
in itſelf may be "Baſed 7 in the Uſe of it. What 
is more allowable, yet what is more abuſed, 
than Clothes and ral | ? The End of Avparel 
is to cover Nakedneſs, keep People warm, dil- 
anguiſh Sexes ; but the End is perverted. - It is 
C now 
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now. uſed more for Ornament, for Pride, fot 
Luſt ; to beget Eſteem, and to draw Reſpect to 
the Perſon that wears it, than any real Benefit : 
A mean, an effeminate, a wretched Way to 
Honour, yet ſuch is the Folly of the Age, that 
few Things are more reverenced. It opens 
Doors, gets Acceſs, obtains Diſpatches, carries 
away the Cap and the Knee from moſt other 
Pretences. The Truth is, this Vanity abuſes 
the Reaſon of Ju Reſpect; for true Quality, if 
plain, is not to be known among Fine: Clothes. 
But it doth not only confound all reaſonable Dif- 
tinction, and thoſe Civil Degrees that are among 
People, but it begets Pride: They think them- 
ſelves Some-body, if they are fine; plain Clothes 
muſt give them the May and the Wall, and keep 
the Diſtance too: It introduces Efeminacy, 
and excites to WYantonneſs ; it provokes to Pro- 
digality, and leads People to /dlene/s : But there 
is a ſort of Madneſs in it too, for 'tis not ſo much 
the Apparel, as the Trimming ; not the Clothes, 
but the Cuz, the Made, the Figure, that pre- 
vails: And as often as this changes, Clothes 
grow uſeleſs that are not half worn out. This 
is an Iniquity againſt the Good of the Govern- 
ment, as well as againſt Gop and his Creatures ; 
and there is ſo ſtrong a Temptation in it, that 
not a few turn naught to be fine, as well as that 
the Fine turn naught. In ſhort, there is no 
Good, no Advantage, Prudence or Conveniency 
in this Exceſs ; The Law of Gop and of the 

Land rebuke it: The third Chapter of Jaiab 
is almoſt intirely employed againſt it, in which 
Gob does not only rebuke the haughty Looks, 
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the wanton Eyes, and enticing Mien and Beha- 
viour of the Women of thoſe Times, butdeclares 
His Reſolution too, That He would take away 
the Bravery of their Ornaments, Chains, Brace- 
lets, Rings, Fewels, and changeable Suits of Ap. 
parel ; and that their Perfume ſhould be turned 
into a Stink ; and inſtead of a Girdle there ſhauld 
be a Rent; and inſtead of well-jet Hair, Balaneſs ; 
and inſtead of a Stomacher, a Girdle of Sackclath ; 
and Burning inſtead of Beauty. Thy Men, (ſaid 
Gop) ſhall fall by the Sword, and thy Mighty 
in the Mar; and her Gates ſhall lament and 
mourn; ſhe being deſolate, ſhall fit upon the 
Ground. £3 


This was alſo the Sin of Tyrus, as we may 
ſee, Exel. xxvii. For Pomp and Pride fhe excelled 
in thoſe Days; ſhe boafled in her | Splendor and 
ſumptuous Living; ber Buildings were Lofty, her 
Furniture Stately, ber Apparel Coſtly, but her 
End was Trouble, and ber Deſtruftion very great. 
And Gon expreſly threatens by his Prophet Ze- 
phamab ; I will puniſh the Princes and the King's 
Children, and all that are clothed with ſtrange 
Apparel. What is this /frange Apparel? Is it 
New Faſhions? Then we are guilty with a Wit- 
neſs. Or is it the Faſhions ot ſtrange Countries? 
It is ſtill our own Cafe. We have been more 
careful to receive the Law from France for our 
Clothes, than from Cxrrsr for our Converſa-- 
tion ; and fo prevalent is the Humour of that 
Country with us, and powerful the Aſcendent it 
hath over us, that we ſeem to be Frenchmen liv- 
ing in England. But in this, as alſo in all other 
. | | C2 Things, 
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Things, the Chriſtian Religion excels, and that 
for the God of Civil Society: It reproves this 
Exceſs, limits the vain Mind of Man, and teach- 
es that decent Plainneſs which becomes the Pro- 
vidence and Gravity of Civil Government. 


Hear the Language of the Holy Apoſtles, 
whoſe Doctrine we all pretend to believe; * 7 
will therefore (faith Paul) that Women adorn | 
themſelves in modeſt Apparel, with Shamefacednejs 
and Sobriety, not with broidered Hair, or Gold, 
or coſtly Array; but (which becometh Women pro- 
feſſing Godlineſs) with good Works, The fame 
Doctrine js repeated by the Apoſtle Peter, ſpeak- 
ing to the Chriſtian Women to whom he wrote, 
+ Let nct your Adorning be that outward Adirn- 
ing of plaiting the Hair, and of wearing of Gold, 
or of putting on of Apparel; but let it be the hid. 
den Man of the Heart, in that which is not _. 
ruptible, even the Ornament of @ meek and 
Spirit, which is in the Sight of Gop of great Piices 
For after this Manner in the Old Time, the Holy 
H omen alſo, who truſted in Gop, adorned them- 


efves. Would to Gop I could fay for the Wo- 


men of our Age, that they truſted in Gon too, 
and adorned themſelves with-no other Orna- 
ments, than what agreed with the modeſt and 


| humble Plainneſs of thoſe Chriſtian Times ! 


But the Laws of the Land, as well as the 
Chriſtian Law, 1. who this Exceſs: They only 
want 


—  c— 


*- Tim. 1.9, 10. 7 1 Pet. ii. 3, 4 8. 
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want to be refreſht and inforced by the Care of 
our Superiors ; were they ſtrictly put in Execu- 
tion, it would not only prevent mach Miſchief, 
and increaſe the Wealth of the Kingdom, but 
make private Men in a little Time thank the 
| juſt and ſeaſonable Severity of the Government. 
les, For it would help to keep them within Com- 
67 4 paſs, to preſerve (which is one Way to encreaſe) 
their Eſtate; to enlarge their Trade, provide 
fs better for their Children, and open their Hands 
more liberally to the Poor: And this, Tam ſure 
Gon requires at our Hands. Q 


What I have ſaid againſt Exceſs in Apparel, is 
alſo applicable to Exceſs in Furniture; for as 
Finery is more valued than Clothes, fo is the 
Furniture than the Houſe. It is a moſt inex- 
cuſable Superfluity, to beſtow an Eſtate to line 
Walls, dreſs Cabinets, embroider Beds, with an 
hundred other unprofitable Pieces of State, ſuch 
as Maſſy Plate, Rich China, Coſtly Pictures, 
| Sculpture, Fret-Work, Inlayings, and Painted 
Windows, of no Uſe in the Earth, only for 
Show and Sight: The Intereſt of which Money 
fo ill employed, might probably maintain the 
Poor of the Nation. O Lorp Gop! Haft thou 
given us Plenty, and ſhall we fee others want ? 
Should we clothe our dead Walls, and let thy Poor 
go Naked ? Can we feed our Eyes with theſe Obs 
jets, and not feed the Hungry with Bread, and 
ſpend our Money upon lifeleſs Pictures, but ſhut 
up our Bowels to thy living Image, the Poor and 
Needy of the Earth ? Rebuke this evil Mind, and 
bring down the Pride of all Fleſh, O Loxp for 
thy Name's Sake, The 
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The laſt Exceſs is that of FzasTixG and 
VoLuPpTvousNEss, immoderate Eating and 
Drinking, with that Strain of Mirth and Fol 
lity, which is the Mode and Practice of the 
Times. Dives is almoſt got into every Family, 
eſpecially of thoſe of Note and Eſtate ; and it 
1s Want of Wealth, and not of Will, that the 
greateſt Part of the Nation is not guilty : They 
moſtly {in to their Ability, and that is fad. But 
the Sin of Yoluptuouſneſs is ſwell'd to that Bulk, 
that there are more Recerpts for Eating and 
Drinking, than there are Precepts of Life in the 
Old and New Law. The Book of Cookery has 
out- grown the BiBLE, and I fear is read oftener ; 
to be ſure, it is morein Uſe. In this Art, the 
Luſt of the Fleſh is deeply concern'd ; there is 
not ſo much Care of .the Stomach as of the Pa- 
late, of Health as Pleaſure : It is the Taſte, the 
Guſt, the Reliſh, that makes the ViQuals go 
down ; therefore the Sauce is preferred before 
the Meat. Twelve Penny-worth of Fleſh, with 
five Shillings of Cookery, may happen to make 
a faſhionable Dith ; plain Beef, Mutton, or any 
other Thing, is become dull Food: But by: that 
Time its natural Reliſh is loſt in the Crowd of 
the Cook's Ingredients, and the Meat ſufficiently 
diſguiſed to the Eaters, it paſſes under a French 
Name for a rare Diſh. But there is one Thing 
in this Impiety more than ordinarily condemna- 


ble; it deſtroys Hoſpitality, and wrongs the 


Poor: For that Expence, which is now flung 


away upon a vicious Palate, upon a French Soup 
or Sauce, in former Times afforded ſeveral Diſhes 


of ſubſtantial Victuals; which did not only 
: . feed 


1 
feed Strangers or Neighbours, but the Poor, 


who have now little more than (what the Dogs 
had then) empty Diſhes to lick. This is abuſing 
the Providence of Gop, tyrannizing over the 
Creatures made for Man's Uſe, and facrificing 


their poor Lives, not to our Lives, but to our 


Luſt. Tis againſt ſuch as theſe the Creation 


groans, and from whoſe Intemperance it cries 


to be delivered. Rom. viii. 21, 22. 


Gop in all Ages had a Controverſy with vo- 


luptuous Men, and the Teſtimonies of Sacred 


Records are ſtrong and numerous againſt them: 


Iwill mention a few of them. YFoluptuouſneſs 


was the Sin of the Old World: + They were 
Eating and Drinking, Marrying and giving in 
Marriage, until the Day of the Flood. This alſo 
was the Condition of || Sodom ; ChRIST Himſelf 
has expreſt it in theſe Words: In the Days of 
Lot they did Eat, they Drank, they Bought, they 
Sold, they Plamed, they Builded ; but the ſame Day 
that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained Fire and 
Brimſtone from Heaven, and deſtroyed them all. 
The Prophet Ezekiel! has it in theſe Words, 
ſpeaking to Feruſalem, * Behold, this was the 


Jniquity of thy Siſter Sodom, Pride, Fulneſs of 


Bread, and abundance of Idleneſs was in her and 
her Daughters: Neither did ſhe ſtrengthen the 
Hand of the Poor and Needy : And they were 
haughty, and committed Fornication before me ; 


therefore I took them away, as I jaw good. And 
it 


T Gen. vi. Mal. xxiv. 38. Gen, XiX. *|| Luks 
xvii. 28, 29. Exel. xvi. 49, 50. 
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it is very remarkable, that the Voluptuouſneſs 
of the 1/aelites was joined with their Idolatry. 
It is ſaid, that when Moſes was in the Mount, 
the People, impatient of his Stay, + Sat down to 
eat and to drink, and roſe up to play. They had 
ot a Calf of Gold, and were dancing about it ; 
t it was a diſmal Ball, and they paid dear for 
their Junket, for ſeveral Thouſands were lain ; 
and it is ſaid, that Gop plagued the People. Job's 
Children had as ill Succeſs in their Feſtivals, 
they went from Houſe to Houſe eating and 
drinking; and || a Tempeſ? roſe, and ſinote the 
four Corners of the Houſe, and it fell and kill'd 
them. But molt expreſs is that Complaint of 
Gop by the Month of the Prophet Amos, againſt 
the voluptuous Fews : ® 77 that put far away 
the evil Day, and cauſe the Seat of Violence to 
come near ; that lie upon Beds of Ivory, and 
ſtretch tlemſelves upon their Couches, and eat the 
Lambs out of the Flock, and Calves out of the 
midſt of the Stall. That chaunt to the Sound of 
the Viol, and invent to themſelves Inſtruments of 
Mufick lite David: That drink Wine in Bol, 
and anoint tbemſelves with the chief Ointments ; 
but they are not grieved for the Afliction of ſo- 
ſeph. Therefore now ſhall they go captive with 
the Firſt that go captive, and the Banquet of them 
that ſtretched themſelves ſhall be removed. An 
J vill turn your Feaſts into Mourning, and all 


your Songs into Lamentation ; and I will make 
the End thereof a bitter Day. 


I ſhall 


I Exod. xxxii. 6. || Fob i. 19. * Amos vi. 3, 4, 55 6,7 
Amos vill, 10. 5 SE 
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ſs I ſhall fom up theſe Exceſles, and conclude 
, the Inſtances with the Story of Dives, more 
, commonly known than reverently believed, at 
0 leaſt conſidered: It is delivered to us by the 
1 Great Loxp of l in theſe Words. vg 
- 

, 

; 


There was à certain Rich Man, which 

vas clothed in Purple and fine Einen, and 

« fared ſumptuouſly every Day. And there 

ö « was a certain Beggar, named Lazarus, which 
| « was laid at his Gate full of Sores, and de- 
[ 


« firing to be fed with the Crumbs which felt 
from the Rich Man's Table: Moreover the 
Dogs came and licked” his Sores. And it 
«.came'to paſs that the Beggar died; and was” 
« carried by the Angels into Abraham's Boſom. 
« The Rich Man alſo died and was buried : 
“% And in Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in 
« Torments, and ſeeth Aae afar off, and 
Lazarus in his Boſom. And he cried, and 
©« ſaid, Father Abraham have Mercy on me, 
« and $44 Lazarus, that he may dip the Tip 
t of his Finger in Water and cool my Tongue, 
« for Fam tormented in this Flame. But Abra- 
« ham ſald, Son, remember that thou in thy 
% Lifetime receivedſt thy good Things, and 
tc likewiſe Lazarus evil Things; but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. And 
* beſides all this, between us and you there is 
« a great Gulf fixed, ſo that they which would 
e paſs from hence to you, cannot, neither 
** can 


— 


. 
— 


lf Lake xvi. 19. to 26. 
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tc can they paſs to us that would come from 
ct thence.“ | 


This great Paſſage comprehends the State of 
Men in both Worlds: It ſhews to us what that 
Life is in this World, which leads to Miſery in 
the next, and what to Happineſs. No ſenſual 
Man, no voluptuous Perſon, not thoſe that deck 
themſclyes/with delicate Apparel, and fare ſump- 
tuoufly every Day, that love their Back and 
their Belly more than Gop and the Poor, ſhall 
be received into Abraham's Boſom, or. dwell in 
Bleſſedneſs for ever. Let none deceive them- 
ſelves, the jealous Gop * will not be mocked ; If 
ye ſow to the Fleſh, ye ſhall reap Corruption; but if 
ye jow to the Spirit, ye ſhall reap Life everlaſting. 


They that live in + Pleaſures, kill the Fuſt ; 
they crucify the juſt Witneſs in themſelves: 
Such treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath. || Wo, Anguiſb and Tribulation to every 
Soul that doth Evil, whether Jew or Gentile, 
Profeſſor or Prophane, Chriſtian or Infidel : For 
the Divers under all theſe Names muſt be tur n- 
ed into Hell: But ſuch as through *4+ Patience 
and Well-doing wait for Immortality, as poor 
Lazarus did, after all their Poverty, Neglect and 
Hunger, ſhall receive Glory, Honour, and Eter- 
nal Life. And truly it is ſome Comfort to the 
Mijerable in this World, that they ſhall not live 

| always 
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X Gal. vi. 7, 8. 5 James v. 5, 6. Kom. 
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always in it, and that they have to do with a 
Gop who is no Reſpecter of Perſons. This 
Judge is impartial; the Poor are upon even 
Terms with the Rich; and it will not be 
Quality, but Integrity; not Riches, but Righ- 
teouſneſs, which will recommend us to Him, 
No wonder then it the Prophet Jeremiab, 
in the Name of Gop, charged the ancient 
Fews, Not to go into the Houſe of Feaſting ; 
and that Ecclefaſtes has ſaid, * That it is better 
to go to the Houſe of Mourning, than to the Houſe 
of Feaſting, ſince ſo many Evils follow it. But 
there is one Feaſt that even CHRIST Himſelf 
allows us; though I have little Reaſon to believe 
it will be imitated, when I conſider the natural 
Aver ſeneſs that is, even among profeſs'd Chri/ti- 
ans, to His Self-denying Precepts and Examples. 
+ Then ſaid Ixsus, When thou makeft a Dinner 
or a Supper, call not thy Friends or thy Brethren, 
neither thy Kinſmen nor thy rich Neighbours, left 
they alſi bid thee again, and a Recompence be made 
thee. (This would beget Pea/ting, the Thing to 
be avoided, no ſuch matter) But when thou 
makeſt a Feaſt, call the Poor, the Maimed, the 
Lame, the Blind, and thou ſhalt be bleſſed, for 
they cannot recompenſe thee ; but thou ſhalt be 
recompenſed at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. There 
are few that ſtrive to obey this Counſel ; there 
is ſo little of Faſbion or of Intereſt in it. What! 
Perſons of Quality feaſt the Poor, carve for the 
Mai med, and feed the Blind? "Tis too mean, 


too ignomi nious. If they have the Bones, the 


9 Scraps, 


—_—————— 
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" ® Eceleſs. vii. 2. + Luke xiv, 12, 13, 14. 
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. Scraps, the Crumbs, tis well. No, no, this 
Doctrine is too like Him that taught it, to be 
practiſed by them that are ſo unlike Him. They 
that follow Him in theſe Things, muſt tale up 
the Croſs, deſpiſe the Shame,. and ſow in Hope : 
But becauſe there is an everlaſting Recompence 
for thoſe that do; I fervently deſire of Gop, 
that it would pleaſe Him to put it into the 
Minds of both Magiſtrates and People to“ hoe 
Mercy, do Fuſtice, walk humbly with the Lokp, 
and + meekly and charitably towards all Men. 
J beſeech you, in the tender Bowels of a Chri- 
{tian Man, to conſider of the preſent Conjuncture: 
Is this a Time for Feaſts and Revels, Plays and 
Paſti mes, when the very Wrath of Gop ſeems to 
hang by a fender Thread over our Heads? O! let 
our Moderation be known unto all Men, now 
the Lord is fo near at hand, fo very near indeed. 


And I do humbly pray the /upreme Authorit 
of this Land, to put a ſpeedy Check to chels 
Exorbitances, to diſcountenance theſe Exceſſes, 
by the Revival of the good Oli Laus of the 
Land, and in making of ſuch New Ones, as 
may be thought convenient to prevent ſuch 
Pride and Prodigality. For, T think, I may 
both with Modeſty and Truth affirm, if the very 
unneceſſary Expences of moſt Ranks or Degrees 
in this Kingdom, could be brought into one pub- 
lick Purſe, they would ariſe to three Times more 
Money than either is given, or is 1 to the 
aintenance 


— 
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Maintenance of the Poor that are in it: And 
whether this be a Thing pra@icable. or no, it 
matters not, tho” I believe it is; the very pre- 
venting of that Exceſs which is amongſt us, 
would be pleaſing to Almighty Gop, and ane 
way or other beneficial to the whole. | 


— — _____ 


IV. Of the Evil of GAMING. 


47 may not be improper for me here to follow 
this Head of Exceſs with the Sin of GaminG; 
an Invention of much Miſchief in the World, and 
therefore inconſiſtent both with Chriſtianity and 
Civil Government, The Evils that attend it 
are neither ſmall nor few. It is it a great E- 
nemy to Buſineſs, and that juſt Care, that People 
ought to have for the Diſcharge of their reſpec- 
tive Capacities in their C;aul fairs. Next, it 
is one of the greateſt Thieves to Men's Eſtates : 
Many brave Families have been ruin'd by a 
Gameſter. That which hath been got by the 
Care and Prudence of a Father, it may be, hath 
been loſt in one Night by the extravagant Hu- 
mour of a Son: But that the Reward of Virtue 
ſhould be the Stake of Folly, and the painful Ac- 
queſt of YVorthy Anceſtors expoſed to the Chance 
and Hazard of the Die, is ſuch Impiety to 
Gop's Providence, Ingratitude to Parents, In- 
jury to their own Families, and Diſgrace to the 
Government, that I conceive it may very well 
deſerve the Care of our Superiors to prevent that 
Extravagancy for the future, by the Execution 
of the Laws in being againſt it. Thiraly, It is 

a great 
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a great Conſumer of Time. They who are ad- 
dicted to Gaming, are generally the moſt idle 
and uſeleſs People in any Government: And 
give me leave to fay, that Men are accountable 
to the Government for their Time: There ought 
to be no Idleneſs in the Land; for that End 
Bridewels are provided. Of many other Sins 
People are weary, but of this never, unleſs to 
ſleep or eat, or for Want of Money to play. 
We are commanded to * Redeem the Time, be- 
cauſe the Days are evil; but theſe People chuſe 
rather to loſe their Time, and fall into the Evil 
they ſhould avoid. A Gamefter and a Chriſtian 
are as oppoſite as a Saint and a Sinner; for the 
Chriſtian looks to Gop in the Increaſe of his 
Eſtate, but the Gameſter to Skill and Chance; 
and there is no more of Gop in his Mind, than 
there is in his Game : And it cannot be other- 
wiſe. Fourthly, Therefore Gaming deſerves to 
be ſuppreſt, becauſe it has been the Occaſion of 
Breach of Friendſhip, Quarrels, Bloodſhed, and 
Murder: If we ought to ſhun the Occaſions of 
Evil, to be ſure we ought not to indulge them. 


The 4ſt Miſchief that belongs to Gaming, 
(which I ſhall mention at this Time) is the hor- 
rid Oaths, and paſſionate Imprecations uſed by 
the generality of Gameſlers; but becauſe they 
are not confined to Gaming, but run through the 
whole Converſation of Men, they may very well 


Challenge a Place among thoſe crying Sins that 
| I found 
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I found my ſelf obliged in Conſcience to com- 


plain of, to ſuch as have Power in their Hands 
to puniſh and ſuppreſs them. 


— . — 


V. Of the horrid Sin of OA THS, CURSING, 
and BLASPHEMIES. 


Have therefore reſerved to ſpeak of OaTus, 
CuRrses and BLASPHEMIES till laſt, becauie 

I take them to be the moſt provoking Sin, the other 
Enormities of Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Exceſs, 
&c. do more immediately relate to our ſelves ; 
and are therefore Sins againſt Gop, becauſe they 
are a Tranſgreſſion of that Order which He pla- 
ced in the Nature of Things : But Oaths and 
Blaſphemies muſt be referred to Gop Himſelf ; 
they are Sins committed more immediately a- 
gainſt His Being, His Name, and the Majeſty 
and Dignity of His Nature, It is horrible to 
hear, how He is called upon about every 'Thing 
be it never ſo trivial; yea, about nothing, and 
worſe than nothing. He is ſummon'd at their 
'Games, their Sports, their Obſcenities, in their 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms, Murders, Rapines, and 
Treaclery. There is a Generation that cannot 
ſpeak without Him, tho' they can live without 
Him. They would make Him a Youcher of all 
their Falſbocd, and a Witneſs for their Lyes as of- 
ten as they would be believ'd. But I tremble to 
remember, with what Preſumption ſome Meg, 
when tranſported into Rage, invoke Him to 
damn thoſe they are angry with, yea, themſelves 
too; 
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too ; and how impiouſly they fend Him at their 
Pleaſure upon the Errands of their Vengeance. 
Can there be greater Blaſphemy, than to dare ſo 
much as to think, that the Holy, Wiſe and juſt 
Gop ſhould be the Executioner of their Paſſion 
and Fury, and the Avenger of their Malice and 
corrupt Intereſts? And it is obſervable, that if 
in any thing they are croſs'd or diſappointed, 
they fall a Swearing, Curſing, Damning, Bla, 
pbeming, as if the Name of Gop ſhould make 
them Satisfaction; or that it were a fort of Eaſe 


to them; to deliver themſelves of a Barden .of 
Oaths. 


But that which aggravates this Evil, is the 
Ber of the People that commit it: They 
are not contented to uſe it at Home, and at Ale- 
houſes and Taverns abroad, but in the open 
Streets, Markets and Fairs; in the moſt no- 
torious Places of Commerce and Traffick, to the 
Diſhonour of Gop, the Grief and Offence of 
ſober Men, and the bad Example of thoſe - that 
are not fo. But this ſhameful Tmpiety ends not 
here; it has not only prevail'd with the Popu- 
lace, the Kennel and the Vulgar ; but the Men 
of Quality, the Gentry, and the Nobles of the 
Realm, to whom Gop in His Providence hath 
been more propitious, placing them at the Diſ- 
tance of Example and Imitation to the Multi- 
tude: Even thoſe that ought to be the Heads of 
our Tribes, the Leaders of the People ; whoſe 
Virtue ſhould at leaſt keep Pace with their 
Quality, are guilty of this impious and baſe 
Cuſtom ; and too many of them more concerned 

| in 
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in it than the Meaneſt of the People! Ahd to 
carry this Practice to the utmoſt Height of that 
Miſchief it ſeems capable of doing, too many; 
Gop knows, of thoſe in Authority uſe it; even 
the Men that by Law ſhould ſuppreſs it! And 
if Men of ' Office and Power, that ought, in 
their ſeveral: Truſts, to be a Terror to Evil-do- 
ers, wert fo, methinks they ſhould” not ſuffer 
the Name of the Gop of the Nation, whom 
they pretend to worſhip, to be ſo prophanety 
1 and blaſphem'd ; and leaſt of all; that they 
ſhould be the Men themſelves who eommit the 
Enormities that they ſhould puniſh. To fa 
Truth, and with Grief of Soul I ſpeak it, fo 
univerſal is this Contagion in the Kingdom, 
that not only the Elder Sort and Youth; but the 
Children are infected: The Boys of ſeven Years 
old, that in my Time did not think upon an 
"Oath; are now full of their God-Damn-You's 
and God-Damn-Me's at thei Sports and Plays 
And the Women of our Nation, eſpecially 
thoſe of any Rank, who by a reſerwd Educa- 
tion and the Modeſty of the Sex, were” ſcarcely 
ever heard to curſe, even what they did not like, 
(much leſs to fivear upon ordinary Occaſions) 
are, ſome of them, grown hardy enough to do 
both. At whoſe Door muſt all theſe Miſchiefs 
lie ? I beſeech Gop to put it into the Hearts of 
our Superiors, to uſe their utmoſt Diligence to 
rebuke and ſuppreſs this and the like Impieties. 


4 We profeſs our ſelves to be Chriſtians, Fol- 
lowers of that JIxsus, in wwhoſe- Mouth no Guile 
was ever found; what Precept did he ever give 
| us ? 
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us? What Example hath he left us to counte- 
nance this Practice? Tis true, He charged His 
Diſciples Not to fear at all; but we cannot 
think our ſelves to obey Him, when we ſwear 
at every Thing: Pray conſider the great Diffe- 
rence there is betwixt CHRI1sT-and ſuch Chriſti- 
ans. CnRsT is Lord of a more perfect Law 
than that which came by Moſes, which admits 
of Oaths in ſome Caſes; but they were few, and 
muſt be kept upon great Penalties : This New 
Law of Jxsus takes away Oaths by taking a- 
way the Cauſe and Need of them, namely, 
\Falſhoed and Diſtruſt; and by planting Plarinneſs, 
Truthand Integrity in the Natures of Men, which 
make them ſuch faithful Diſciples to Him, and 
ſo entirely Brethren to one another, that there 
ſeems no farther Uſe for Oaths among Men under 
that Qualification. 77 have heard of old Time, 
(faith CuRISsT Jesus) thou ſhalt not for- ſwear thy 
elf; but perform thy Vows unto the Lox D: This was 
not ſwearing at pleaſure, not ſwearing vainly ; 
this was thus far good, it was the Perfection of 
the Law. So it was, Not to kill : Not to commit 
Adultery ; but CuRISTH Jesvs carries it higher: 
Thou muſt not be angry; thou muſt not look up- 
on @a Woman to luſt after her ; thou muſt not 
fwear at all: Thou muſt not do that which was 
allowed or diſpenſed with under the Law : For 
. what the Law could not do through Weakneſs, I 
am come to do; therefore let your Communication, 
your Speech, for ſo the Word ſhould be rendred, 
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be Na, Yea, and Nay, Nay; ſpeak the Truth, 
by ſaying Yea, Yea, or Nay, Nay; Nes, Nes, 
or No, No; for what is more, or. imports more, 
than this, or riſes higher, or goes farther, than 
this Plainneſs and Simplicity, is both needleſs 
and evil in a Chriſtian; for it cometh of Evil. 
This is the Doctrine of Jesus. Certainly then 
there can be no Agreement between Him and 
the fewearmg, damning Chriftians of this Age, 
who are ſo far from obeying Him whoſe Name 
they take, that they are not come tothe Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law that condemns: all vain 
Swearing ; but he under the heavy Judgment 
of the Lox for the Breach of His Third Com- 
mandment, * Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy Gon in vain: For the Loxp will not 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh His Name in ain. 
It is eſteem'd a Prophanation of Things ſet a- 
part for divine Worſhip, to employ them in our 
common and ordinary Services; and is it not 
Prophanation with a vengeance, to ſuffer the 
Name of the GRRAT Gop to be proſtituted at 
every Turn by lewd and debauch'd .People ? 
Can we be ſo careful of our own Names, and 
ſo careleſs of Gop's ? Is it poſſible, that We can 
be more. tender of our ſelves, than concern'd for 
Him? For Him, I fay, who made us, and 
gives us Life, Breath and Being; to whom we 
owe our ſelves, and all that we are? But that 
Men, to right themſelves upon every little Af- 
front, ſhould expoſe their Lives to utmoſt Peril, 
E 2 and 
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* Exod. xx. 7. 
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and not find in their Heart ſo much as to babs 
the Indignities daily put upon 8 18 an in 
Proof of Zeal and FI, 3 


But as i inſendble as ſuch are of their | Dani 
Gon is not wanting to His own Glory: He has 
forbidden theſe Things; let Men diſobey at 
their Peril. 27 ſhall not favear by My Name 
falſy, faith Gop, neither ſhalt thou propbane the 
Name of ty Gon, I am the Lonb. Hear, 
O ye Swearers, the Judgment that Gop has de- 
nounced againſt yoo ! * Every one that fweareth 
Hall be cut off, [| How cut off ? Þ from Gop. 
Again, + The Land is full of Adulteries ; and 
becauſe of Swearing the Land mourneth : Behold! 
the Whirl-wind of the Lokp ſhall heavily fall ns 
on the Head 4 the Wicked. 


* 


VI. Of tte Sin of PROPHANENESS, . 
"$7 this T ſhall add a brief Refleetion upon 


that pernicious Sin of PROPHANENESs, 0 
near a Kin to Oaths and Blaſpbemy. Such is the 
Degeneracy of the Age we are fallen into 5 
Prophaneneſs does not only go un puniſh'd, bu 
boldly lays Claim to Wit, and fins the Aa 
ſation of too many of thoſe that think them- 
ſelves rais'd above the Genius of the Vulgar. He 
1s reputed formal, that will not 12 rude to far 
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* Zach. v. 3. + Fer. xxiii. 20, 19. 
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ered Things ; and a Man inſipid, of no Senſe or 
Salt, we cannot jeer Devotion: And which is 
ſtrange, they make the Bible a ſort of common 
Place; but tis for Mockery, not for Piety. 
The Phraſes they uſe, are pick d to abuſe that ho- 
ly Book ; and that Prophaneneſs is placed to the 
Account of Wit. But truly, it Men muſt rally 
Religion at the Peril of paſſing elſe for Fools, 
and abuſe Scripture to purge themſelves from the 
Suſpicion of reverencing it, there is here an Un- 
happineſs in being Conſeientious; and om the 
Side of this World the Temptation to be Pro- 
phane is ſtronger than the Encouragement to be 
Virtuous. For this is my Soul grieved, that 
Men ſhould uſe their Wit to abuſe Him that 
gave it them: And that though there is more to 
be ſaid for Religion than there can be ſaid a- 
gainſt it, both with Reſpect to its Reaſonable= 
neſs and Uſefulneſs; and that the Hazard of 
being Irreligious, is incomparably greater on the 
Part of theſe Atheiſtical Seoffers, than of Men 
N to fear Gop and believe another 
World, they ſhould yet be ſo conſtant and ohſti- 
nate in their looſe and le yd Converſation. But 
if the prophaning of the leaſt thing that was de- 
dicated to the Worſhip of Gop in the Times of 
the Law, was ſo heinous a Sin, what ſhould we 
fay when Men ſtick not to prophane the Name 
of Gop Himſelf, and ſcoff at His revealed Wi 
ſo much 2 than either Temple or Altar, 
or any of thoſe Rites belonging unto them! 
Gop Almighty give His ſtrong Rebuke to this 
extravagant Spirit, | 


And 
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And to you all, that live in the Practice of 
theſe open and crying Sins I have at this Time in- 
fiſted 11 this I ſay unto you in the Fear of — 

t the Evil of your Doings ! Bring not 
down the farther Judgments of Gop upon this 
Land, they may be the Affliction of many, but 
in the End they will be your Puniſhment : Ye 


| ſhall pay the Reckoning of their Sufferings in 


the other World, and Gop will charge you 
with the Calamities that they ſhall endure ! Re- 
member before it is too late. Dreadful Things 
are denounced againſt the Wicked : Therefore 
hos not on to gratify your Hearts Lats, and to 
the living Gop; tor this ſhall be the 
End mol ſuch Works, that Gop will certainly bring 
_ to * Judgment: And + who may abide the 
ay of His Coming? And who ſhall ſtand when He 
_— No Fleſb can ſtand in His Preſence. 
Conlider that Awakening Saying of the Apoſtle, 
that } The Righteous ſcarcely are ſaved ; and if 
ſo, where hall the Ungodly, where fhall tbe 
wretched Sinner appear? How ſhall ſuch be able 
to hold up their Heads in the Day of His Wrath, 
in the Hour of His Judgment, at that great 
Time «of Inquiſition, when a final Reckoning 
ſhall be paſt, and all muſt render an Account of 
the Deeds they have done, and receive the Re- 
ward due nnto them? Therefore, while it is to 
Day, harden not your Hearts againſt Gop and 
His Law : Flatter not your ſelves , to be Chri- 
1 * muſt be like CuR IST H; and if ye 
will 
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Ecelgſ. xi. 9. + Mal. iii. 2. 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
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will be faved from Wrath, ye muſt be redeemed 
from Sin; for * the Wages of Sin is Death: 
| What + we fow, we muſt reap. Encreaſe not 
therefore Guilt upon your Conſciences by rebel- 
ling againſt the Light that ſhines in them, &c. 
But lay your Impieties to Heart, mourn with 
true Contrition of Soul, and yet love Righte- 
ouſneſs, and hate Iniquity, and ye will prevent 
the Civil Magiſtrate, and probably avert the 
Indignation of Gon that hangs over the Nation. 
You cannot ſay, you don't know your Duty, but 
you do not do it: The LicxT'is come, and 
ſhines in you, and the Grace appears daily to 
you, and-in you, againſt the very Imaginations 
and Motions to Evil; and you are felf-con- 
demned in your Exceſſes of all —— and if 
Hearts condemn you, Gon will not juſtify 
— Therefore bring your Deeds to the | true 
Light, with which CuRIST has enlightened you, 
and examine if they are *|| wrought in Go or 
no ; and begin a cordial Reformation, which 
ſtands in the Spirit of Reformation, 


* Rom. vi. 23. + Gal. vi. 7. | Jobs i. 9. 
* Zobn iii. 21. 
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VII. A BRIET ADD R E 8 8. 40 ble 
MMA GISTRAT ES. | 
H AVING' thus ended my | Refle#ions 


f 


II upon the Great Crying Sins of the King» 
dom; and my Reproof of the Aclors and Promo- 
ters of them; give me Leave to make my hum- 
ble and Chriſtian Addreſs to You that are in 
Authority. And in the firſt place, I beſeech 
Lou to remember, That tho' Ve are as 'Gops 
on Earth, yet Ye ſhall die like Men: That Ve 
are encompaſs d with like Paſſions, and are ſub- 
ject to Sin, Such therefore of You, as may be 
concerned in any of theſe Enormities, (to what 
ever Degree of Guilt it be) I beg You, in the 
Name of Gop, to arch Your ſelves, and to be 
juſt to Vour own Souls. O! Jet the Mercies 
and Providences of Gop conſtrain You to un- 
feigned Repentance ! Turn to the Loxp, love 
Righteouſneſs, hate Oppreſſion, and He will 
turn to You, and love You, and bleſs You. 


In the next place, Be pleaſed to conſider Tour 
Commiſſion, and examine the Extent. of Your 
Authority; You will find that Gop and the 
Government have impower'd You to puniſh 
theſe Impretzes : And it is ſo far from being a 
Crime, that it is Your Duty. This is not 
troubling Men for Faith, nor perplexing People 
for Tenderneſs of Conſcience ; for there can be no 
Pretence of Conſcience to be Drunk, to Whore, 

to 
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td be Voluptucus, to _ Swear, Curſe, Blaſt 
pheme and: Prophane'; no ſuch matter. ' Theſe 
are Sins againſt Nature; and againſt Govern- 
ment, as well as againſt the written Laws of 
Gop.. They lay the Axe to the Root of Hu- 
man Society, and are the common Enrmies of 
Mankind. Twas to prevent theſe Enormities 
that Government was inſtituted ; and ſhall Go« 
vernment indulge that which it is inſtituted to 
correct? This were to render Magiſtracy uſeleſs, 
and the Bearing of the Sword vain: There would 
be then no ſuch Thing in Government as a Ter- 
ror to Evil-deers ; but every one would do that 
which he thought right in his own'Eyes:'” Gon 
ALMIGHTY defend us from this Sort of: UFO 


| One great Reaſon which enforces my Suppli 
cation, is the PRESERVATION of the Go RN. 
MENT, which by ſuch Tmprovidente and De 
bauchery, is like to be greatly weakned, if not 
deſtroyed. ' The Induſtry, Wealth, Health, and 
Authority of the Nation, are deeply-concern'd 
in the ſpeedy and exemplary Puniſhment of 
theſe Extravagancies. This is the Vice of In- 
tereſt, for the common Good of Wi whole 
Society, Ruters and Ruled. 


- But there is an higher Voice, unto which 
Chriſtian Men ought to have Regard, and that 
is the Voice of Gop, who requires us to fear 
Him and obey His Righteous Commandments, 
at the Peril of making Him our Enemy, whom 
we ſhould make our common Friend and Pro- 
rector: For upon _ Goodneſs, depends our 


very 
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very Natural and Civil Comforts. 80 that it is 
gur Intereſt to be Good ; and it is none of the 


leaſt, Arguments for Religion, that the Piety 
and Practice of it is the Peace and Profperity of 
Government; and conſequently that Vice, the 
Enemy of Religion, is, at the ſame Time, the 
Enemy of human: Society. What then ſhould 
be more/concern'd for the Preſervation of Vir- 
tue than Government, that in its Abſtract and 
true Senſe is not only founded upon Virtue, but 
without the Preſervation of Virtue, it is impoſſi- 
ble to maintain the % Conſtitution that can be 
made? And however ſome particular Men may 
proſper, that are Wicked, and ſeveral private 
good Men miſcarry in the Things of this World, 
in which Senſe, Things may be ſaid to happen 

alike to all; to the Righteous as to the Wicked; 


yet I dare boldly athrm, and challenge any Man 


to the Truth thereof, that in the many Volumes 
of the Hiſtory of all the Ages and Kingdoms of 
the. World, there is not one Inſtance to be 
found, where the Hand of Gop was againſt a 
Righteous: Nation, or where the Hand of Gon 
was not againſt an Untighteous Nation firſt or 
laſt: Not where a juſt Government periſh d, or 
an unjuſt Government long proſpered. King- 
doms are rarely as ſhort lived as Men, yet they 
alſo have a Time to die: But as Temperance giv- 
eth Health to Men, ſo Virtue. gives Time to 
Kingdoms; and as Vice brings Men betimes to 
their Grave, ſo Nations to their Ruin. 


Therefore fear Go, put away the Evil that 
provokes Him, and truſt not in Man, but in 
the Living, Gop, and it ſhall yet go well with 
ENGLAND. What 


teac 
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What noble Feats did the enn do by 
Faith / And ſhall Chri/tians have lefs than Sg 
had ? Is not Gop the [ame ? Yes; He is Un- 
changeable : But alas! we are not the fame; 
that's our Miſchief. CukIsT did not Many 
mighty Works in ſome Places, becauſe they be- 
lieved Him not: If our Confidence be not in 
Gop, our Hopes will prove vain, and our Subs 
ceſs will fail us. We ſhall have but . Men on 
our Side, not Gor; Fleſh and not SPIRIT : 
And if we ſhould be fo unha y. as to maler 
this our Strength, both the Helpers and the 
Helped will all together. But let N 
* better Things, and may her zealots 
King be the Example of ours; and let all the 
People ſay Amen ! The Suitableneſs of | which 


Story to our preſent Oocaſion, N me chuſe 


1 end with it. i 
94 

+ For Word came unto the e King of N 

& Nit forty Days, and Nineveh ſball he quer- 
© thrown. And he aroſe from his Throne, and 
« he laid his Robe from him, and cover'd him 
with Sack. cloth, and fate in Aſhes. And he 
« cauſed it to be proclaimed and publiſhed thro) 
* Nineveh, (by the Decree of the King and his 
© Nobles) ſaying, Let neither Man nor Beaſt, 
« Herd nor Flock, taſte any Thing ; let them 
* not feed, nor drink Water. But let Man 
«and Beaſt be covered with Sack-cloth, and 


« cry mightily unto Gop ;' Yea, Let them turn 


every one from his Evil Way, and from the 


Violence that is in their Hands. Who can 
<« tell, if Gon wt” turn and repent, and turn 
60 - away 


* away from His fierce {Ni that. we - 0 —_ 
* not; And Gop ſaw their Works, that they | 
10 turned from their Evil Way; and Gop! rer 
_ © pented from the Euil, that He ſaid, that He 
* would do. unto them, and He did it not. 


2 e 7; 8, 9, 10. . 

0 Gop! | Thou that workeſt 
Wonders in the Earth, whoſe 

Power canuot be controuled, in 


whoſe Hands are the Souls of 


Men, and the Spirits of all Fleſh, 
who tar ft turn them in a Moment : 
Turn Thouthe Hearts of the King 
and People unto Thee, and one 
unto another. Do T. hou proclaim 
a Faſt from Sin thronghout theſe 
ſinful Kingdoms: Let Wick- 
edneſs and Oppreſſion ind 16 
Place among us. Turn away Thy 
fierce Wrath, wipe away our 
Reproach, aud love us freely, 


O Gop ! for Thy dear Son's Sake. 
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